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COURTNEY ALLEN ANDMATTHEW WEINSTEIN were both
living and woarking in New York (she a grad studene ar Columbia
University and an intern ar the United Nations; he a controller ata Jarpe
hedge fund), but ir ok 2 mual friend’s wedding in Washingron,
12.C., for théir paths to cross. When they hnally did, it was instan:
fireworks. "l found our later that he pointed mie our at the wedding
to & friend of ours and said, “That’s che girl 'm going to-marry™”
Courtney recalls. While the engagement was something Courcney
was expecting, the actual proposal was a complete surprise. After a
special day wgether that included yoga, a wip w0 2 museum, dinner
amed Hive music, the {:nu]}h.- came home to an dparcment that Macchew
liad plastéred wirh pictures of the twa of them together. On the back
of each picrure was a note. The final note read, "I have just one ching
to ask.” and she looked up 1o see Marthew holding the ring, 3 simple
bur sparkling diamond erernity band that would ser the stage for the
wedding ahcad—a simple yer clegant affair.

The couple enlisted wedding planner Jesse Deckard to help them
carry out their vision of an urban yet rustic event. The recently opened
Morgan Manufacturing was their venue, a large industrial space with
one area that Deckard set up 1o look like an innimate chapel, while
another, he outhered with long communal harvest rables. Mango
and teal aceents were mixed in with tones of blush and eream, and
the tables were draped with gold sequin runners and loaded wich tea
candles and garden blooms. Cafe lights contributed o the overall
glow and romance in the space,

With the perfect light of a fall sunset
sticaming through the warchouse
windows and illuminating
Courtney’s uansparent train, the
couple said "l do” to breathtaking
effect. A seasonal menu by Food
for Thought followed, alang with
dancing late into the night, The
evening was by all sccounts magical
and the perfect note to kick off a

liferime of happines. @

What We Learned
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Clockwiie fromi oop: [esse
Deckard of Blisa Waddingy &
Events wearmied up the indusoesal
iproe with cafe :=Eh[l, phirs i i
of cream, inange ard peal accenis,
and tables filled with candles and
conterpleces of varying heights;
che borighe's Bouguar fie the elegant
part of thi couple’s theme with
it# [osh blcoms and duity green
sicoutantar the rulfled veostloe
wanilfa cake, with raspberry filling
and organie fHowaers, wit made by
ehet i’y Coudlng cenferplects
wers 3 mix of differant flowers

[ Mhsen jars: place saitings welith
vhae manain the couple’s mialn
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o Morgan Manufacturing,
40imorganmfg.com

rr Jesse Deckard,
Bliss YWeddings & Events,
blissweddingsandevernts.com
Loy Prina Tornai; at
Kleinfeld, klcinfeldbridal.com

wirs HMR Designs,

hmrdesigns.com

b PMiaweup Ramsay Marston,
ramsaymarstonhair.com; joshua
Graham, Fagade Makeup Artistry,
fcadiemua com

Cheree Berry Faper,
cherceberrypapercom
Faod for Thought,
flrchicago.com
! Gentlernen of Leisure Band,

gentlemenofleisureband com;
D Robert Nicpon,
robertjinicpon.com

¢ BB, bbjlinen.com
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CLASSIC QUESTION: “Where'd
you two meeri Classic answer
“In a bacr.,” Bur it’s not often thae
a college night our with friends
whils home For the E'|-!'||i|,'!,'|‘l.':;.." SRS 3l
lifelong somance—especially when
the ‘.:l.fll-lp!l' in q_'.ll.'-SfiﬂH first met
because vach was pursuing a Friend
of the other, However, all it took was
a livele bir of rime and-a faceful swap,
and the two were head over hecls—a
Fact easily proven by Ashley’s long-
distance phone records while she
studied abroad in Spain. “To the
dismay of my parents,” she says, “we
were talking all che time, and my
phione bills were really high.”

It rurns out it was money
well spent. Ashley, now a spores
I'ti:ll!'.'r&'.-::'l.!nb' consulian, gm:!l.:nt{-d
and moved back 1o Chicago, where
the relationship ok off for the next
two years. Aware of her love of the
Tap Chef TV show, Greg. who works
asa TV ad-sales exee, surprised his
beloved with a themed eruise for her
birthday. Before sailing, the couple
had a few nights ar Miami's 518
Hotel. where he popped the question.

His perfect planning was
almost spoiled by the hotel's snafu

i delivering the roses, card and
Champagne a day early, bur Greg
leapt in front of Ashley “like a damn
ninja.” grabbed it all and rold her
it was a surprise. The mext day. he
topped everything with his romantic
preposal, and when she saw him on
one knee with ring in hand, Ashley
wiis happily shocked.

Aoyear and a hall later. under
a traditional Jewish chuppah,

they exchanged vows. An elegant
chandelier and vine tiebacks added a
contentporary ouch, and oversized

foral planters ereated an intimate
space for the ceremony at The Rire-
Carlvon Chicago. "My dad always
"..i".'i:tl'l:“."l] ﬁ:l- \\'Lﬁiki]]"r‘. mc IZ!H'-'-'[E :]'ll:

gisle to "Here Comes the Bride)” o




Whet We've Learned
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tmie, taa,” save Ashler

we compromised,” Ashley explaing,
with a few bars of the time-honored
tune fellowed by "A Theusand Years™
oy Christina Perri.

Day-of coordinator Nicki
Fisenstein of BOR Events deseribes
“wery lush and
beautiful.” Insread of a2 Fall

the reception as

color scheme Tor their Ocrober
nuptials, they added a springtime
lightheartedness with centetpicces
of roses in assorred ivory, peach and
bluzh hues, and o of candles.

The couple’s first dance, w
imodern take op Elviz" "Can't ]'ic'ti"
Falling in Love," kicked off the fun,
"We danced rogecher all night with
all sur friends around us” Ashley
savs, souvenir “Ashley and Greg”
sunglasses upped the celebratory
mood. which carried on 1o an
afrerparty in the hotel’s art deco-seyle
bar, Deca-—a perfecr reflection of the
evening s classic yet modern union. @
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Clotkvrizs froem top ol Bejeweled place cands Teanmed calligraphy by Karen Garbei; tabley
wierg decked out with lots of candles and luth flocal arrasgoments in pbach and Eroam the
bride's mom, Terrs Mefman, did all af the p.!:ﬂnir-lg for the wedding 2nd worked with HME,
Cretipns cncthe decor scheme chat teansformed The Rt Cariven Chicags for the serdmany,
& g vhew of thee aiide; Ashiey's “mest p:rl'm:\'." ergagement ring and the wedding bands,
the brideymalds ol ware stonning beaded powns by Adriznng Papell frgny Balla Bredesmalds.

i N L 21 ot |
= The Ritz-Carlten Chicago.
fourseasons.com
Micki Eizenstein,
BCR. Events, berevents.com
Yera Wang Chicago,
VEFAWANZCOM
: HMR Designs.

hmrdesigns.com

werit Adrianna Papell,

bellabridesmaids.com
The Ritz-Carlton Chicags
Alliance Bakery,

alliance-bakery.com

& M Cortney Tippin
and Emily Balley at Salen Soca,
salonsoca.com: Kelly La Banco;
kellylabancocom

The Ken Arfen Orchestra,
arlenmusic.com; Nicholas
Barran and ':hcr;.rl Wilion,
nicholsbarron.com

leff Goldstein,

Xprass Yideo Productions,
xpreswvideoproductions.com
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SAMANTHA
MAXFIELD &
MATTHEW LERNER

FHE GO PPLE When MMatthew redesed an ermadd from-a frend with
Samantha's nurmber unden the subject Bre ™our Futune Waks" he acted
fast, & frst date furned ielo aveario g relationdhip, and oo the day they
closed on ther first home tngether Matthew popped the question with an
el dhigmand solitare Ang, As el fate wioubd bave it Sarmantha sdid yes
THIE DETAILS Matthew s uncle officiated the wedding, while paintar Yeven
Stodl cantured the conepbes lesUdamse i real Broe O carveat - Thesy oiféBied
the traditicnal poest book i favor of posteard medsapes i be et
theoiphait el liest vear of marviane.

THE PARTY “Wedding planner Karg Soperfme ang the

team al MR Desipns dsed blush, oid ard soft nory

b prarsskormn e otherawise stare archiieciur sl spare

e & scene of sopfbeated warmth. Agzinst the

vackdrop of Lakes Michipananc the sparking ity

skyline, gold and <ostal cnandehers dibmnated

mgh cellingswinle candles set abletons aglow

Wihen things: hested up on the dance floon guests

cosled down wath minn ige Cream cones—adding

& samse Of play 16 what Samantha describes as, "the
det magcal day evie {he feshing continued
their honeymoan T an sverwixier hungalow a the 5
Pisis Bora Bora, <L0)
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Clockwise from above? Samantha drd Flatthew never coudd hiiee gueisnd that
tl'-,q].-'d finnd “eka aas” in therr il inbex: Bachel Sihve rh-:ws of HHE anl;rla.
translormed the raw gat.encioted Cafd Galilea’s inte 3 warnn glewing wenue;
anzdorable yspender=cizd tign-bearer announced e brsde's arrival

Fraem far lefe The couple’s
thiea.gles fexiured
butinrorean cako was
ascenned with Blush garden
rodes and pink ranundgie
HHE Designs croated an
atiefliage ol roses and
dusty miller tolage ta lins
the asile ane exbies

Steven's Jowelers Ind fasdlorthaught-ehicagacom

|arina Planks. Coaks, caloe=rhitago com

eheartofthaotcailon onm
I Fachel
Silverberg HME Deslang,
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Arerand,

Marditram, narditramcom

Clemmanitine Ink + Paper,
clepmentineink com

# Food ter Thought,

BB} bhjinnoam

Boooy Eavfman Orchestra

brcCakautmanaronfitra. com




MEGAN ROGERS &
BRIAN OGAN
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and physician Brian hit it off at a départment olting to see fourney in
concert, and they hawven't stopped Believing i Igve sver since. "\We had
begun planning for ourwedding without acteally being engaged! We
Kaew wie would siways be together Megan says. Alter a fong courtship,
Brian proposed to Megan following-a high-end evening of romiance at
Litotn Park s L300

THE DETALLS Faoilyvand friends (raveled fromi all over the courtes
o Celenrate The conpie ot The Peminsiila Chicapo far a0 interfaith
Christan and jewish ceremony to honor Bioth

famitlies. Tre dreamy scope was selwith shidesof

nvory, 3001 pink and gold accents

THE PARTY Wedding consuitant Hope Weis

worked with john Hensel of HMR Designs 1o
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treate adeliiop of vimor glamour
vates displayad billowing arranpements of
whitte and Creany roses, hvdrangeas aod orghigs
surraunded by neoclasie siver candiesticks

In ligu of a cake, Brize and Megan workad with
The Penimsily stalf to create a dessort table
hiled writhoréringue s macarons angd orémne
brubées for guesis o dosh on while 1aking 'z

break fromi tre dance oo <50
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Chaclowiie fraen tape Belin wich Megan, drested in 3 stunaing strapiess
Wira Wang gown, posed In trus YWindy Ciry fashlon; thie couple
ducsded on 3 peeenis 1abla featuring miniature desrores in plage ol &
traditiaadl cakes guettd Jerined Bo fand their place cardi meithed Bolow
tirly billorwing arrangement,
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